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“People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will
never forget how you made them feel.” -Maya Angelou

Teacher Reflections:

Book Summary:

Eleven year-old Alina has already changed schools four times since her family moved to England
from Pakistan. She's had a lot of practice, but being the new kid never seems to get easier.
Encouraged by her new friends and family, and because she's sick of being picked on for her
name and her weird lunches, Alina decides to audition for the school play. Alina doesn't get the
lead role she was hoping for, but through spending time with the cast, Alina uncovers superpowers
of her own and finds her own special way to shine bright!

Teacher’s Notes:

Resources:
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Lesson Plan

Pre-Reading

Questions:

1. What are some things you have in common with others around you?

2. What are some things about you that might be seen as different from others? (Traditions,
likes/dislikes, appearances, family norms, etc.)

3. What do you think your superpower is, the thing that makes you unique and special?

4. In what ways do you show acceptance of and appreciation for diversity (of looks, food,
cultural norms/traditions, etc.)?

Activities:
Activity 1: Same, but Different
Students will participate in a dynamic reflection about their feelings to a series of statements

related to the themes of the book and engage in a discussion with others that felt similarly and
differently.

Focus Modules Lesson Plan  Page 2



VIT
CU

DULE
Lesson Plan

While Reading

Questions:
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1. Why does Alina feel unloveable?

2. What makes Alina feel different from the kids at her school and their families?

3. What happens to Alina and her family in the story that could make them feel unwelcome
where they live?

How do different members of the family respond when aggressively told they don't belong?
4. What happens when Alina takes Nadia's advice and moves to the "smart kids table" and
finally "stays in the water" when things get weird?

5. How does Alina's dad react when she tells him she took money from the cash bundle?

6. How do Emma and Alina respond when they realize they are both trying out for Cinderella?
How does their friendship change?

7. How did Alina feel when she was cast as Gus the Mouse?

What secret talent does she uncover in this role?

Does Nadia agree that this is Alina's greatest strength?

8. What changes for Alina after she stands up to Nadia's bully, Curly?

How does this change how she reacts to Adam?

Activities:

Activity 2: Letter to a Friend

Students will write a letter to a friend with advice on how to navigate their feelings about trying
something new.
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Post-Reading

Questions:

1. What did you think of Nadia's advice for Alina to just "just jump in the water" (go for it) and
sign up for the play/try making new friends? Have you ever done this?

2. What surprises Alina about her mom?

How does this affect the way she thinks about what she is capable of?

What do you admire about the people that take care of you?

3. When it's Alina's turn to give Nadia advice, what does she encourage her big sister to do?
4. Early on, Alina loses her voice when she is insulted by someone, whereas Emma and Nadia
tend to stand up to people. Are you more like Alina or Emma/Nadia?

5. What does Alina realize she has power over in hard situations? (her reactions)

6. Alina's dad always says that "you never know a person's story". What does Alina learn about
Adam's story?

How does it change their relationship, and why?

7. What are some of the lessons Alina learned in this story?

Which one did you most connect with?

Activities:

Activity 3: My Superpower

Students will write draw a self-portrait highlighting their superpower and engage in a discussion
about the unique and diverse personalities, strengths and values that make up the fabric of the
class.
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