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	Author Field: Mel Tregonning
	Illustrator Field: 
	Grade Field: 4-7
	Teachers Notes Field: Teachers should be aware of the sensitive and emotional nature of the book. Students will react differently to it depending on their personality and individual experiences. Have a conversation about confidentiality before sharing activities and ensure that there is a plan in place to address student distress should it arise.
	Resource Field: http://meltregonning.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Small_Things_9781742379791_PRI  MARY_TNs.pdf
	Question Box: 
	Page 2: 1. Think about a change you have gone through (e.g., moving house, changing your friend group). What feelings did you have during that time of change? What helped you get through this time of change?
2. At the beginning of the book, the young boy has difficulty expressing how
he is feeling and what he needs. If you were having difficulties at school, how would you let others know in a way that would be helpful to you?


	Page 3: 1. Imagine you are friends with the boy in Small Things.
a) What could you do to help him feel more included at school?
b) What advice would you give him?
2. In what ways do people show they care about someone else in Small Things (e.g., girl inviting boy to sit with her, sister hugging brother when he seems sad)?
3. Describe the scenes where you think the boy communicated successfully to express himself, and what scenes you think the boy did not.
4. Can you spot any other situations where it may have been useful for the boy to ask for help (even if he didn’t in the book)?
5. What role did each member of the boy’s family play in helping him?


	Page 4: 1. What are some of the themes present in Small Things?
2. What messages do you think the author was trying to get across to the readers?
3. List three ways in which you demonstrate care to a) friends and b) family. Discuss the similarities and/or differences between a) and b).
4. Describe a situation that occurred in class over the past week where you:
a) were proud of how you communicated with someone,
b) cooperated well with someone, or
c) demonstrated care for someone.
5. What is the difference between being friendly and being a friend? Discuss things which help build friendships and things which can be barriers to building friendships.
6. What stops people from asking for help?


	Activities Box: 
	Page 2: Activity 1: All-Around Communication (Small Groups)
Students will consider various aspects of communication – Written, Spoken, Body language, Tone of voice, Register. They will work in small groups to compare and contrast these elements and share back with the class.


Activity 2: A Different World (Individual)
Students will imagine a world without relationships. They will draw a picture depicting what they imagine this would look and feel like and share some of their ideas back with the class if they feel comfortable.

	Page 3: Activity 3: Decision Map (Small Groups)
In small groups, students will select a situation from the book they can relate to, and discuss what they would do if faced with that situation. They will create a mind map representing your decision-making processes throughout the situation resulting in their final actions. Students will discuss any apparent themes in the decision-making processes across groups as a class.


Activity 4: Put Words to It (Individual)
Small Things is a picture book with no words yet it is able to communicate quite
powerful messages to readers. Students will select their favourite scene from the book and create a dialogue for the characters in that scene.

	Page 4: Activity 5: Who Can Help? (Individual)
Students will individually complete a‘Who Can Help?’ sheet which can serve as a personal resource to turn to when life feels hard and they want to remind themselves what they can do for themselves to feel better, and who in their life they feel comfortable asking for help.

Activity 6: Communication Charades (Small Groups)
In small groups, students will develop and perform a role play to depict one of four communication scenarios. Other students will then try to guess which one they were acting out.

Activity 7: Inside Out and Small Things: A Comparison (Individual and Group Discussion) Watch Pete Docter and Ronnie Del Carmen’s 2015 film Inside Out (excerpts linked). Students will identify and write about the similarities between how the young girl in Inside Out and the young boy in Small Things express their feelings.


	Book Title pg 1 Field: Small Things
	Story Summary Field: Small Things is a wordless graphic picture book that tells the story of a young boy finding his place in the world and his struggles while doing so. He does everything he can to connect with and fit in with his peers while watching others seemingly do it with ease. Over time, "small things" build up and eat away at him, but no one seems to understand and he feels alone. Things turn around when he connects with a persistent friendly face and learns that he is stronger when supported by others. He learns he is not alone, everyone is affected by some small things in some way.
	Teacher Reflection Field: 
	Quote Field: “If you cannot do great things, do small things in a great way.” - Napoleon Hill
	Book Cover: 


