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Author: Scott Stuart

Illustrator: Scott Stuart

Grade: K-3

SCOTT STUAKT

"Somewhere inside all of us is the power to change the world.” - Roald Dahl, Matilda

Teacher Reflections:

Book Summary:

A story about a kid who recognizes the gender binary in the shadows of the people in their life.
They recognize that their shadow isn't pink or blue, it's both and it's neither. They love all sorts
of different toys and activities, they play with everyone at school. At a school dance, they are
made to feel like they have to choose a blue shadow, or a pink one. Not wanting or able to,
they are about to leave the dance when another student shares that their shadow is yellow.

A heartwarming and inspiring book about being true to yourself and moving beyond the
gender binary.

Teacher’s Notes:

Resources:
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Lesson Plan

Pre-Reading

Questions:

1. What do you think this story might be about?

2. Point out the following features of the book: title, illustrations, front page, back page, blurb

3. Have you ever felt different from others? Why are differences a good thing, even if it can
sometimes feel hard?

4. How can we make sure that everyone feels special, no matter our differences?

Activities:

Activity 1: My Special Poem (Individual)

Students will be introduced to acrostic poems and then complete one for their name/nickname
that helps their class learn about what is special and unique about who they are.
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While Reading
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1. What do you think the shadows in the story represent? Why does the main character say
thereisonlya?2oral?

2. What is different about the character in the story's shadow?
3. What do you notice about the things the character in story likes?

4. Why is the character in the story left all alone when they arrive at the school dance? What do
you think will happen next?

5. Why does the character in the story decide to leave the school dance?

6. What happens at the dance once everyone begins to share the special and unique colours of
their shadows?

Activities:

Activity 2: Literary Devices (Teacher-Facilitated Group Discussion)
Students will learn about rhyming and alliteration. While reading, the teacher will pause and
call on students to see if they recognize rhyming words or alliterations on any given page.

Activity 3: Smiling Similes (Individual)

Students will learn about similes, then complete similes from the story and come up with some
of their own.
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Lesson Plan

Post-Reading
Questions:

1. What did you enjoy most about the story?
2. Who was your favourite character in the story? Why?

3. What did you think about how the parent's of the main character in the story supported
them, even though they were different?

4. Do you think that the main character in the story would still think there are only 2 options for
shadows, blue or pink?

Activities:
Activity 4: My Shadow is... (Individual)

Students will draw a self portrait with their shadow and include a simile about it.

Activity 5: Retelling the Story (Small Groups)

Using a table to identify and structure the different parts of the story. Students will work
together to write or draw the events of the story in each part.
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