IT

o0
()

Cus | Color Myself Different
MODULES
Lesson Plan COLIN KAEPERN r@:rsi
Author: Colin Kaepernick &DIICEIFOEM?;;T%

Illustrator: Eric Wilkerson

Grade: K-3

Whether you colour the world or light it blue, you are making a difference. So keep being you." - Dr.
Seuss

Teacher Reflections:

Book Summary:

When Colin is given a school assignment to draw a family portrait. He loves his family and takes
takes the task very seriously. When presenting his portrait, his classmates point out that he
looks different from the rest of his family. This doesn't make Colin feel very good.
Remembering how his mom described it to him, Colin explains adoption to his class while
celebrating his Black identity and displaying an inherent sense of self-worth. This is the story of
a very young boy discovering more about, and staying true to himself, while advocating for
change!

Teacher’s Notes:

Resources:
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Lesson Plan

Pre-Reading

Questions:

1. What are some things about you and your life that you would like to share? (Ensure students
know that passing is acceptable)

2. What are some things about you and your life that are unique, or different from others?
3. Are there families that are different from your own? What's different about them?

Activities:

Activity 1: Family Structure

Students will learn about and discuss various family structures.
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While Reading
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1. What are some things about Colin and his life that he thinks are super cool?

2. When Colin is introducing his family to his class through the picture he drew, what kinds of
questions did the class ask? How did those questions make Colin feel?
3. How does Colin's mom explain adoption to him?

4. How does Colin respond to his classmates after he is made to feel bad by their questions?

Activities:

Activity 2: Family Portrait

Students will draw their unique family portraits and share them, along with what they like to do
with their families, with the class.
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Lesson Plan

Post-Reading

Questions:

1. Should Colin's class have asked him about the differences in his family? If you think yes, was
there a better way to do it so that Colin wouldn't feel bad?

2. What lessons did Colin’s class learn in this story?

3. What makes you feel proud of who you are?

Activities:

Activity 3: Self-Portraits

Students will learn about inspiring Brown creatives, leaders and change-makers from the story.
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